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Session 4: Omnipresence, Immutability, and Incorporeality of God 

I. The incorporeality of God: 
A. Etymology: in (not) + corpus (body)  incorporeus (Latin); meaning: without physical form. 
B. Sample Biblical texts: John 4:24; 1 Tim.1:17; 1 Tim. 6:16; Deut. 4:15-16. 
C. Anthropomorphisms: 

1. Etymology: anthropos (human) + morphē (form)  anthropomorphos (Greek); 
meaning: the attribution of human characteristics to a non-human. 

2. Sample Biblical texts: Num. 6:25; Isa. 23:11; Pss. 18:6-10; 34:15; 1 Pet. 3:12. 
3. Anthropomorphism as a metaphorical literary device: arm means power, eyes means 

knowledge, ears means attentiveness, face means presence, etc. 
D. Theophanies: 

1. Etymology: theos (God) + phanein (to show)  theophaneia (Greek); meaning: a 
visible manifestation of God to humanity. 

2. Example Biblical texts: Exod. 33:18; Isa. 6:1-3; Acts 7:55-57; 10:10-16; 16:9-10; 22:17-
18; Heb. 11:27; Rev. 4. 

3. Theophanies may include visions of God as a corporeal being which manifest God’s 
greatness, holiness, and glory to the visionary. 

4. Certain anthropoid (?) manifestations of God (Christophanies?): Gen. 18:1-33; 32:22-
30; Judges 5:23; 2 Kings 19:35. 

5. Other non-anthropoid physical manifestations of God: Exod. 3:2-4:17; 24:16-18; 33:9. 
6. God has the freedom to manifest himself to humanity in some physically visible way. 

E. Implications of the incorporeality of God: 
1. Ultimate reality and, therefore, the ultimate matters in life are not material but 

spiritual (Matt. 6:19-21). 
2. Our most important needs are not physical but spiritual (1 Tim. 4:7b-8; 1 Cor. 9:25). 
3. Communion with God is not primarily about physical arrangements but spiritual 

attunement (John 4:24). 
 

II. The immutability of God: 
A. Meaning: unchanging and unchangeable. 
B. Biblical data on the immutability of God: 

1. God is unchangeable in his existence (Ps. 102:25-27), character (Mal. 3:6; Jas. 1:17), 
faithfulness (Ps. 119:89-90; Heb. 6:17-18), and plans (Ps. 33:11; Num. 23:19). 

2. Heb. 13:8 – “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” 
3. God’s self-revelation as the I AM (Exod. 3:14) implies that God is always consistent in 

being who he is – neither quantitative nor qualitative variation in his attributes. 
4. The apparent changeability of God in the Bible (e.g., Gen. 6:6; 9:16; Exod. 32:14; Judg. 

2:18; 2 Sam. 24:16; 2 Kgs. 20:1-7) may be anthropomorphisms (cf. Rom. 6:19). 
5. Although God’s ultimate goal does not change, the Bible makes it clear that God does 

change his way of dealing with humanity throughout history. 
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6. God may relate differently to different individuals, i.e., his response to humanity is not 
in fixed form, although God is always consistent in his character. 

C. On Aristotle’s radical immutability: 
1. Greek philosophy greatly influenced the traditional Christian doctrine of immutability. 
2. Aristotle postulated that God is the “unmoved mover” although such a formulation of 

immutability is contrary to the living and dynamic God described in the Bible. 
3. Aristotelian radical immutability argues that the perfection of God means that any 

variation within God results in imperfection. 
4. However, this argument only conceives of change as moving up or down the 

perfection scale but does not consider the possibility of change on a scale that is 
“horizontal” to the perfection axis. 

5. J. I. Packer: “God’s life does not change, that is to say, God exists forever and he 
neither matures nor regresses.” 

D. Some implications of the doctrine of the immutability of God: 
1. We have the certainty that God does not waver from his commitment and faithfulness 

to us even though we are often unfaithful and backsliding. 
2. We can rely on the immutability of God in a world that is constantly changing – he is 

the bedrock, the firm foundation, and the anchor of our lives. 
3. Having the Holy Spirit within us, we can learn to be imitators of God so that we can be 

more consistent in reflecting God’s attributes amidst a changing and turbulent world. 
4. Since God is not an “unmoved mover,” we can be assured that he relates to us as 

individuals and vary his approach in a way that is most suited for our growth in him. 
 

III. The omnipresence of God: 
A. Representative Biblical texts – Ps. 139:7-12; Jer. 23:23-24; 1 Kings 8:27; Acts 7:24, 28a. 
B. The omnipresence of God means that his presence is not constrained to any specific 

coordinate in space and there is not any particular space that is inaccessible to God. 
C. Some notes on God’s omnipresence: 

1. Does God’s omnipresence compel him to be present at every location against his will 
(or, can God be absent if he so chooses)? 
a. Any answer must take into account that God is Spirit and not a physical being; 

therefore, it may make little sense to conceptualise his omnipresence in terms 
of three-dimensional space. 

b. Option #1: Although God is everywhere present, he can choose to be especially 
present in a particular locality so that we can speak of him “being present in this 
place” (or, “within the believers”) or he can choose to be especially hidden at 
another so that we can speak of “being away from the presence of God.” 

c. Option #2: Although God can be everywhere present, he is free to choose to 
manifest his presence at any particular locality or choose to be actually absent. 
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2. Does God’s omnipresence means that God exists everywhere in space (omni-spatial) 
or he transcends space altogether (a-spatial): 
a. God must not be thought of as a matter that is spread out and distributed into 

every point in space (like air) as though every point in space has part of God. 
b. Yet, as the Creator, God must also transcend space, at least, before creation. 
c. One must then consider whether God exists within space since creation. 
d. Since God relates to a spatial world (e.g., appearances to humanity, the 

incarnation), there has to be a case that God relates to it within space. 
e. However, there must also be a case for God to transcend space altogether for 

he is not part of creation. 
f. Thus, omnipresence is, at the minimum, the attribute of being cognizant of and 

causally active at every point in space. 
g. However, there is no need for the omnipresence of God to imply the 

occasionalism of Al-Ghazali. 
D. Some implications of the doctrine of the omnipresence of God: 

1. God is constantly present and available to us through prayer wherever we may be 
although we may not be aware of his presence. 

2. We should live in a way that is consistent with the consciousness that God is present. 
3. The knowledge of God’s omnipresence helps us to overcome sin – we are conscious 

that God is watching whenever we are tempted to sin. 
4. The doctrine of the omnipresence of God evokes thankfulness within us and 

communicates comfort to us for he is present throughout every moment of our lives. 
5. Although God is objectively present everywhere, his presence may not be subjectively 

experienced by us; this motivates us to pray for the reality of God’s presence in our 
lives. 
 


