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Session 7: The Prophesied Kingdom 

Scripture reading: Deut. 28; Jer. 29:1-14; Ezek. 34, 43. 

I. Exile as the final covenantal curse: 
A. God’s covenantal blessings for obedience and curses for disobedience (Deut. 28). 
B. The evoking of the final covenantal curse, i.e., expulsion from the land (cf. Hab.). 
C. Northern Kingdom of Israel destroyed by the Assyrians in 722 BCE. 
D. Southern Kingdom of Judah destroyed by the Babylonians in 586/7 BCE. 

 
II. The kingdom during the exile: 

A. God’s people: decimated by war and famine. 
B. God’s place: Temple and Jerusalem destroyed; exiled to Babylon. 
C. God’s rule and blessing: total defeat and destruction. 

 
III. Prophetic vision of restoration: 

A. God promised a new exodus: a future and a hope (Jer. 29:1-14). 
B. God promised a new covenant, a new heart, and the Holy Spirit (Jer. 31:31-40; 

Joel 2:28-29). 
C. God promised to be King over his people (Ezek. 34). 
D. God gave a vision of a new temple and his return (Ezek. 43). 
E. God reveals that the Son will be King on David’s throne (Isa. 9:6-7). 
F. God promised a new heaven and a new earth (Isa. 65:17-25). 

 
IV. Return from exile: 

A. In 538 BCE, the Jews returned to Jerusalem from Babylon (Ez. 1-2). 
B. The Temple was rebuilt under the leadership of Zerubbabel and Joshua (Ez. 5). 
C. God did not “return” to the Temple in Jerusalem nor was the throne of David 

restored. 
 

V. The state of the kingdom: 
The kingdom of God The promised kingdom The prophesied kingdom 
God’s people Abraham’s descendants Promise of a new 

community consisting of 
the remnant of Israel and 
many from other nations. 
 

God’s place (presence) The land of Canaan Hope for a new creation: a 
new heaven and new earth. 

God’s rule and blessing Blessings to Israel and to 
the nations 

Promise of perfectly 
restored relationships with 
God as King in a new 
covenant. 

 

  


