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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ of PJGH,
We hope and pray that with God’s grace, all of you have been keeping well and safe during the
pandemic. We can see some light at the end of the Covid pandemic ‘tunnel’ with the number of
cases coming down, and more sectors of the economy opening up. And so we pray that God will
continue to sustain us through these difficult and uncertain times. At the same time as God gives
us strength and hope, may we as Christians seek to be salt and light for Him in showing love to
our neighbour with practical help and the hope of the Gospel.
For this month’s newsletter, we are pleased to share an extract taken from “Becoming a
Contagious Christian [1]". It gives us a fresh reminder of what it means to be ‘salt of the earth” as
Jesus called us to be (Matt 5:13).

---------------------------------------------

Salt does something else, too: it spices things up. Who’d want corn on the cob without it? When
we eat something that tastes a little bland we reflexively reach for the salt in order to enhance
the flavor.
And salt preserves. We don’t use it for this purpose much anymore, but before the days of the
Frigidaire, salt was widely used to prevent foods from spoiling. Certain meats could be preserved
for long periods of time if they were carefully packed in salt.
So salt stimulates thirst. It adds excitement to the taste of things, and it holds back decay. Which
leads us to the big question: Which of these did Jesus have in mind when He looked at His
followers and said, “You are the salt of the earth”?
[1] Reference“Becoming A Contagious Christian” by Bill Hybels and Mark Mittelberg, pages: 41-43

The short answer, we don’t know! How’s that for candor? If you read the scholars on this
question, using poker parlance, they’ll hold the three cards and say, “Pick a card, any card.
Or all three cards, if you’d like.”
It could be that Jesus meant for salt to symbolize the idea of creating thirst. When Christians
are in tune with the Holy Spirit, and when they live in their world with a sense of purpose, and
with peace and joy, this often creates a spiritual thirst in the people around them.
At Willow Creek we often hear testimonies about this. People say things like, “I was at work,
and I noticed someone in my department who lived a little differently and talked a bit
differently and valued some things differently. It caught my interest. I sensed a growing
spiritual thirst inside of me that I’d never experienced before.”
When Christians live out their faith with authenticity and boldness, they put a little zing into a
sometimes bland cup of soup. They catch people off guard and make them wince. They wake
people up with their challenges and seemingly radical points of view. And they overturn a few
applecarts here and there. In short, they put some spice into the lives of those around them.
What’s more, when believers are living Christ-honoring lives they hold back the moral decay
in society. I hope that’s what’s happening with the abortion dilemma, with environmental
concerns, with racism, and with the breakdown of the family. As Christians honor God, He
uses them to stem the tidal wave of evil that’s threatening to sweep the land.
So pick a card – any card. Any or all three might be exactly what Jesus had in mind when He
used the word “salt.” But upon further reflection you might discover additional reasons Jesus
chose the salt metaphor, reasons that can be easily overlooked.
First, in order for salt to have the greatest possible impact, it must be potent enough to have
an effect. And second, for any impact to take place, salt has to get close to whatever it’s
supposed to affect. So Jesus may have chosen the salt metaphor because salt requires both
potency and proximity to do its things.
That leads us back to the formula:

HP + CP + CC = MI
Having established that the end purpose of the formula is to produce Maximum Impact, we
can now move to the front and look at the first two elements needed to reach that goal: HP +
CP. HP means High Potency, and CP, Close Proximity.
That’s exactly what we need a Christians if we’re going to influence people who are outside
the family of God. We must have high potency, which means a strong enough concentration
of Christ’s influence in our lives that His power and presence will be undeniable to others.
And we’ve got to have plenty of proximity. We need to get close to people we’re hoping to
reach in order to allow His power to have its intended effect.

In Matthew 5:13 Jesus said that salt that is without savor and of inferior quality is worthless.
It has lost its power. It won’t create much thirst, won’t add much spice, won’t retard much
decay. It can have all kinds of proximity – it can be poured all over something we want it to
affect – but if it lacks potency it is, Jesus said, useless. About all it does it give people
something to stomp on.

--- end of Article ---Some thoughts from EWG for reflection

HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT THE FORMULA: HP + CP + CC = MI?
We hope the short article above has encouraged and motivated you to be “salt” in creating
spiritual thirst in our seeker friends and also to stand up against moral decay in our Malaysian
society. To be “salt” also means to intentionally seek to influence the people in one’s life by
showing them the unconditional love of Christ through good deeds.
Do share your personal experiences in your respective CSG group if you have tried to adopt
the formula for “maximum impact” or in any way you have endeavoured to be the “salt of the
earth”. In any case do commit this matter to prayer in your CSG group and in your personal
time with God as we seek to fulfil this calling of our Lord to us.
In next month’s newsletter, we will continue with the second spiritual metaphor used by Jesus
which is for us to be the “light of the world” - indeed in a time when there is spiritual darkness
all around us. May the Lord bless and keep in the days ahead as we pray for each other and
the country.

