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Session 5: The Omnipotence and the Omniscience of God 

I. God’s omnipotence: 
A. Representative Biblical texts on God’s omnipotence: 

1. God is the Creator – Gen. 1:1; Ps. 33:9; Rom. 4:17b. 
2. God is the “Almighty” – Gen. 17:1; Rev. 19:6. 
3. God can do all things – Gen. 18:14; Jer. 32:17; Matt. 19:26; Mark 14:36. 

B. Limitations to the omnipotence of God: 
1. God cannot act contrary to his nature – he is always consistent with who he is. 
2. God cannot do the logical impossible (contra Descartes). 
3. God cannot do the unactualisable (Craig) – e.g., there are logically possible worlds in 

which people never sin but always freely do the right thing, yet such worlds may not 
be actualisable and still achieve God’s purposes; or, for every feasible world, it may be 
the case that there will always be “undesirable” outcomes of subjunctive conditionals. 

C. Working definition: “Omnipotence is the ability to bring about any state of affairs which is 
logically possible for anyone to bring about in that situation” (Craig). 

D. Some implications of the doctrine of the omnipotence of God: 
1. The power of God which raised Jesus from the dead is now operating within us to 

accomplish God’s good purposes (Eph. 1:19-21; 3:20-21). 
2. God is orchestrating everything to conform us to the image of Christ (Rom. 8:28-29). 
3. We can rely on God’s will for nothing can thwart his good purposes (Eph. 1:11). 
4. God’s grace is sufficient for all our needs (2 Cor. 12:9). 

 
II. God’s omniscience: 

A. Etymology: omni (all) + scientia (knowledge)  omniscient- (Latin); meaning: all-knowing. 
B. Definition: For every true proposition P, an omniscient entity E knows that P and does not 

believe in its negation. 
C. Representative Biblical texts on God’s omniscience: 

1. God knows everything – Ps. 147:4; Matt. 10:29-30. 
2. God knows everything about every person – Ps. 139:1-6; Ps. 44:21; Jer. 17:9-10. 
3. God knows the future – Ps. 139:4, 14b-16 (cf. Isa. 41:21-23; 46:9-10). 
4. God’s knowledge is perfect – Job 21:22; Ps. 147:5. 
5. God has knowledge of subjunctive conditionals – 1 Sam. 23:1-8; Matt. 11:20-24. 

D. On the extent of God’s knowledge: 
1. The omniscient definition above is limited to knowledge of propositional truth but God 

also possesses non-propositional knowledge such as self-knowledge. 
2. God’s knowledge of subjunctive conditionals means that God has knowledge of 

counterfactuals, i.e., the truth of a statement even in the case of a false antecedent. 
3. As the maximally great being, God does not acquire and grow in knowledge. 

E. Reconciling divine foreknowledge and human freedom: 
1. Some mainstream theological positions: 
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a. Lutheran theology: human free will is illusory for it is controlled by sin (Martin 
Luther, On the Bondage of the Will [1523]). 

b. Reformed theology – God’s foreknowledge is based on his foreordination: 
i. Supralapsarianism (“before the lapse”): (1) Decree to save some and 

condemn others; (2) Decree to create the elect and the reprobate; (3) 
Decree to permit the fall (by which all deserve to be condemned); and (4) 
Decree to provide salvation for the elect through Jesus Christ; or 

ii. Infralapsarianism (“after the lapse”): (1) Decree to create human beings; (2) 
Decree to permit the fall (by which all deserve to be condemned); (3) 
Decree to save some from condemnation and leave others condemned; 
and (4) Decree to provide salvation for the elect through Jesus Christ. 

iii. Sublapsarianism (“under the lapse”): (1) Decree to create human beings; 
(2) Decree to permit the fall (by which all deserve to be condemned); (3) 
Decree to provide salvation through Jesus Christ; and (4) Decree for some 
to receive this salvation. 

c. Arminian theology: 
i. God has foreknowledge of human free will prior to his decision to create 

the world; or 
ii. God has simple foreknowledge in that his knowledge of human decisions 

are logically posterior to his decision to create the world; or 
iii. God does not have any knowledge of the future because the future does 

not exist ontologically (Open Theism). 
d. Molinism (Luis de Molina [1535-1600]) – God has middle knowledge of 

subjunctive conditionals before the decree to create the world. 
2. Clarifying terminologies and concepts: 

a. Foreordination means that God predetermined, or predestined, in advance. 
b. Foreknowledge means God knows of something before it happens/exists. 
c. Temporal priority: Any event e is temporally prior to any event f if e happens 

chronologically before f. 
d. Logical priority: Any event e is logically prior to any event f if f is true only in the 

case that e is true but not vice versa. 
e. Causal priority: Any event e is causally prior to any event f if e is a cause of f. 

3. Some initial statements on God’s foreknowledge and human freedom: 
a. God’s foreknowledge is chronologically prior to human decisions but human 

decisions are logically and causally prior to God’s foreknowledge. 
b. Thus, if human decisions would have been different, then God’s foreknowledge 

of those decisions would have been different. 
c. Does God’s foreknowledge of quantum mechanics make the quantum state 

deterministic? 
4. The case for Molinism: 

a. God’s middle knowledge (scientia media): 
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i. Middle knowledge refers to the knowledge of subjunctive conditionals (or, 
counterfactuals) and is therefore not foreknowledge. 

ii. God possesses middle knowledge logically prior to his decree to create the 
world; otherwise that would “make God the author of sin and to obliterate 
human freedom, since in that case it is God who decrees which 
counterfactuals about creaturely free acts are true, including 
counterfactuals concerning sinful human action.”1 

b. Advantages of middle knowledge theory: 
i. Middle knowledge theory affirms God’s foreordination – for example, 

middle knowledge is capable of accounting for Acts 4:27-28. 
ii. Middle knowledge theory is consistent with creaturely freedom. 
iii. Middle knowledge theory gives a satisfactory account for sin and evil – 

Given human freedom, there may not be an actualisable world in which, 
given enough time, human beings would not sin against God; thus, human 
decision, not God, is the reason for sin and evil. 

iv. Middle knowledge theory gives a sufficient explanation for the actual world 
– the actual world is selected because it produces the final outcome that 
God wanted, which is a world that consummates in a new heaven and new 
earth with those people who freely choose God. 

F. Some implications of the doctrine of the omniscience of God: 
1. We can completely trust in God’s guidance in our lives (Prov. 3:5-6). 
2. God’s omniscience guarantees that his will for us is perfect (Rom. 12:1-2). 
3. We can be secure in God’s love because his love is not conditioned upon our future 

actions because he already know all of that and still loves us (1 John 3:19-20). 
4. We can be completely transparent before God in our prayers for he knows everything 

about us (Matt. 6:8). 

                                                           
1 William Lane Craig, “Middle Knowledge, Truth-Makers, and the Grounding Objection,” Faith and Philosophy 18.3 
(July 2001): 337-352. 


