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Session 2: The Preparation for Mission 

Readings: Acts 1:1-26; Peterson, Acts, 99-129. 

I. Prologue (1:1-14): 
A. Recapitulation of Luke’s Gospel (1:1-5; cf. Luke 24:36-53): 

1. The story so far (Acts 1:1-3): 
a. The address to Theophilus about the “first book” (πρῶτον λόγον) 

indicates that the present volume is a sequel to the Gospel of Luke (1:1a). 
b. The first volume was about “all that Jesus began to do and teach” up until 

his post-resurrection instructions and subsequent ascension (1:1b-2). 
c. It follows that the present volume is about what Jesus continues to do 

and teach after his ascension. 
d. Jesus spends forty days to prove to the apostles that he bodily rose from 

the dead and to speak to them about the kingdom of God (1:3).  
2. Jesus promises the Holy Spirit (1:4-5): 

a. Jesus orders the apostles not to depart from Jerusalem but to wait for 
the promise of the Father, i.e., baptism with the Holy Spirit (cf. Gen. 12:1-
3; Gal. 3:7-9, 14). 

b. The baptism of John foreshadows the baptism with the Holy Spirit. 
B. The mission statement for the apostles (1:6-8): 

1. The apostles asking about the timing of the restoration of the kingdom to Israel 
is consistent with their pre-resurrection worldview (1:6). 

2. Jesus teaches the apostles that they are not to be concerned with the timing of 
the restoration of the kingdom to Israel (1:7). 

3. The main concern of the apostles (1:8): 
a. Be empowered by the Holy Spirit. 
b. Be witnesses of Jesus in Jerusalem and in all Judea, in Samaria, and to the 

ends of the earth. 
C. The ascension of Christ (1:9-11): 

1. The presence of the cloud in the ascension of Christ hearkens back to 
manifestation of the glory of the Lord (Exod. 40:34-38; 1 Kgs. 8:10-13). 

2. Just as two men in dazzling apparel confronted the women at the tomb with 
the reality of the resurrected Jesus, two men now confront the apostles with 
the reality of the ascended Jesus (cf. Luke 24:4-7). 

3. The apostles are promised the return of the ascended Jesus one day; they 
should prepare for the mission given by Jesus. 

D. The followers of Jesus returns to Jerusalem (Acts 1:12-14): 
1. The apostles return to their upper room residence in Jerusalem (1:12-13a). 
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2. Luke provides a roll call of the eleven apostles (1:13b). 
3. The eleven apostles are joined by a wider group of people including the women 

who followed Jesus and financially supported his ministry (cf. Luke 8:1-3) and 
Jesus’ family, i.e., his mother and brothers (Acts 1:14). 
 

II. Reconstituting the Twelve (1:15-26): 
A. “In those days” signals the beginning of a new era and a new section in Acts (1:15a). 
B. The fate of Judas (1:15-20): 

1. At the outset, there are about 120 disciples including the apostles and Jesus’ 
family (1:15).  

2. The betrayal of Judas is foreshadowed by the Spirit-inspired Scripture (1:16). 
3. On Judas’ death (1:17-19): 

a. There is seemingly a contradiction between the way Acts describes Judas’ 
death (falling headlong, he burst open in the middle and all his bowels 
gushed out) and the account given by Gospel according to Matthew (he 
hanged himself) (cf. Matt. 27:3-10). 

b. This can be resolved in one of two ways: 
i. Judas hung himself at a cliff and the rope/branch broke resulting in 

him falling headlong; or 
ii. Judas hung himself; Acts’ description is an ancient literary device to 

depict the death of a traitor. 
4. The Psalter foreshadows the fate of Judas (Acts 1:20): 

a. Peter sees Psalms 69 and 109 (both psalms are of David) as ultimately 
applicable to Jesus since he is the Messiah, the ultimate Davidic King. 

b. Both psalms are about the suffering righteous person of which Jesus is 
the ultimate example. 

c. In both these psalms, the prayer is for the enemies of the righteous 
person to end up in desolation. 

C. The choice of Matthias (1:21-26): 
1. Qualifications of an apostle (1:21-22): 

a. The person must be one of Jesus’ disciples from the beginning of John’s 
baptism until Jesus’ ascension. 

b. The person must be a witness of the resurrected Lord. 
2. Two men qualify: Joseph Barsabbas (Justus) and Matthias (1:23). 
3. The apostles trust that the Lord has already made his choice between the two 

qualified candidates (1:24). 
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4. The reconstituting of the Twelve signals the apostles’ willingness to take on the 
mission that Jesus have given them, i.e., to be patriarchs of a new or renewed 
people of God (1:25). 

5. Casting lots (1:26a): 
a. The traditional way to gain insight into the divine will. 
b. The apostles do this because they believe strongly in the sovereignty of 

God – there is no such thing as random chance with God. 
c. This is the last time the casting of lots is mentioned – after Pentecost, 

(Acts 2), God’s people know the divine will by the prompting of the Holy 
Spirit.  

6. Matthias is chosen by the Lord to take the place of Judas to reconstitute the 
Twelve – the preparation for the mission is complete, all that is left is to await 
the coming of the Holy Spirit. 


