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The Person 
of Christ: 
Orthodox Doctrine

The formulation of the orthodox 
doctrine of the person of Christ in 
the Council of Chalcedon (451).
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Welcome to the Debate
• Monophysitism: Jesus has only one blended 

nature (e.g., Euthychianism: his humanity is 
deified or subsumed under his divinity)

• Dyophysitism: Jesus has two distinct natures, 
i.e., divine and human.

• Nestorianism: Jesus is two distinct persons, 
divine and human, united by a common face.
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Council of Chalcedon (451)

• Affirms the dyophysitism of Pope Leo I.
• Affirms the hypostatic union of Cyril.
• Condemns the monophysitism of Eutychus.

• Refused to be signed by the Alexandrians.
• Alexandria seceded from the Imperial 

Church  Coptic Orthodox Church 
(Oriental Orthodox).

We, then, following the holy Fathers, all with one consent, teach men to 
confess one and the same Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, the same perfect in 
Godhead and also perfect in manhood; truly God and truly man, of a 
reasonable [rational] soul and body; consubstantial [co-essential] 
(homoousias) with the Father according to the Godhead, and consubstantial 
with us according to the Manhood; in all things like unto us, without sin; 
begotten before all ages of the Father according to the Godhead, and in these 
latter days, for us and for our salvation, born of the Virgin Mary, the Mother of 
God, according to the Manhood; one and the same Christ, Son, Lord, only 
begotten, to be acknowledged in two natures, inconfusedly, unchangeably, 
indivisibly, inseparably; the distinction of natures being by no means taken 
away by the union, but rather the property of each nature being preserved, 
and concurring in one Person and one Subsistence, not parted or divided into 
two persons, but one and the same Son, and only begotten, God the Word, the 
Lord Jesus Christ; as the prophets from the beginning [have declared] 
concerning Him, and the Lord Jesus Christ Himself has taught us, and the 
Creed of the holy Fathers has handed down to us.
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Catholic-Coptic Statement (1988)

“We believe that our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, the Incarnate-Logos is perfect in His Divinity 
and perfect in His Humanity. He made His Humanity 
One with His Divinity without Mixture, nor Mingling, 
nor Confusion. His Divinity was not separated from His 
humanity even for a moment or twinkling of an eye.

At the same time, we anathematize the Doctrines of 
both Nestorius and Eutyches.”

Orthodox-Oriental Orthodox 
Agreement (1990)

1 & 2. Both families agree in condemning the Eutychian heresy... [and] the 
Nestorian heresy.
3, 4 & 5. Both families agree that the Hypostasis of the Logos became 
composite… and the [two] natures… are united hypostatically…without 
confusion, without change, without division and without separation, and 
that they are distinguished in thought alone… [and] He who wills and acts is 
always the one Hypostasis of the Logos incarnate.
7. The Orthodox agree that the Oriental Orthodox will continue to maintain 
their traditional Cyrillian terminology of “one nature of the incarnate 
Logos” (μία φύσις τοῦ θεοῦ λόγου σεσαρκωμένη), since they acknowledge the 
double consubstantiality of the Logos which Eutyches denied… The 
Oriental Orthodox agree that the Orthodox are justified in their use of the 
two-natures formula…


