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Session 1a: Introduction to the Study of Theology 

I. Definition of theology: 
A. Webster dictionary: “The science of God or of religion; the science which treats of the 

existence, character, and attributes of God, his laws and government, the doctrine we are to 
believe, and the duties we are to practice… the science of Christian faith and life.” 

B. Charles Ryrie: “Thinking about God and expressing those thoughts in some ways.”1 
C. Millard J. Erickson: “The discipline that strives to give a coherent statement of the doctrines 

of the Christian faith, based primarily on the Scriptures, placed in the context of culture in 
general, worded in a contemporary idiom, and related to issues of life.”2 

 
II. Purpose of learning theology: 

A. Every Christian is a theologian: 
1. The Christian holds to certain doctrines – e.g., God exists, God is trinity, human beings 

are sinful, salvation is found in Jesus Christ alone, etc. 
2. The question is not whether the Christian is a theologian or not but whether such a 

person is a good or bad theologian (cf. Eph. 4:13-15; Gal. 1:6-9; Titus 1:9). 
B. Right living presupposes right thinking about God: 

1. One must possess true knowledge of Jesus Christ in order to be his disciple. 
2. For example, Paul’s letter are typically dedicated to right doctrine in the first half and 

right living on the second half (Eph. 1-3 followed by 4-6; Phil. 1-3 followed by 4:1). 
3. A person who holds to false doctrine will, in all probability, unknowingly lead a life that 

is contrary to God’s will. 
C. The study of doctrine is an expression of loving God with our mind (cf. Matt.22:37-38). 
D. Christ cannot be separated from truths about Christ (2 John 9-10): 

1. Doctrine without the reality of the Holy Spirit leads to legalism. 
2. Conversely, religious experiences without doctrine lead to uncontrolled subjectivity. 

 
III. Methodologies: 

A. Natural theology is the attempt to prove the existence of God and divine purpose through 
observation of nature and the use of human reason. 

B. Biblical theology deals with “the process of the self-revelation of God deposited in the 
Bible;”3 as a theology that is rooted in Scripture, Biblical theology provides the raw material 
to formulate systematic theology. 

C. Philosophical theology utilises logic and metaphysics to evaluate the coherence of 
theological statements and to clarify matters which the Bible under-declares. 

D. Historical theology studies the reception and development of Christian theology throughout 
the history of the church. 

                                                           
1 Charles Ryrie, Basic Theology (Wheaton, IL: 1986), 9. 
2 Millard J. Erickson, Christian Theology, 3rd ed. (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2013), 8. 
3 Geerhardus Vos quoted in Vern Poythress, “Kinds of Biblical Theology,” Westminster Journal of Theology 70 
(2008): 130. 
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E. Systematic theology is the task of reflecting on the raw data of revelation, systematically 
categorising and analysing its various topics and themes, and building theological systems 
that can make sense of the diverse nature of the data. 

 
IV. Major topics of Christian theology: 

A. Revelation – the study of the means through which God reveals himself. 
B. Theology proper – the study of the existence, attributes, and the work of God. 
C. Christology – the study of the person, nature, life, and work of Jesus Christ. 
D. Pneumatology – the study of the person, nature, and work of the Holy Spirit. 
E. Theological anthropology – the study of humanity from a theological perspective. 
F. Soteriology – the study of God’s salvation for humanity. 
G. Ecclesiology – the study of the community of God’s people. 
H. Eschatology – the study of end times, life after death, reward/judgment, and eternity future. 

 
V. Degrees of authority of theological statements. 
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Session 1b: Doctrine of Revelation: General and Special 

I. Definition and source of revelation: 
A. Revelation is the unveiling of something that was hidden so that it can be seen and known. 
B. It stands to reason that God is the only authoritative source of information about God. 
C. Thus, the revelation of God is the self-disclosure of God about himself and his will. 
D. There are two categories of revelation from God: special and general. 
 

II. Special revelation: 
A. Special revelation is special in terms of clarity and fullness. 
B. Forms of special revelation: 

1. Jesus Christ – God in human flesh (John 1:1, 14, 19; Heb. 1:1-3): 
a. The resurrection of Jesus Christ confirms his deity – thus, whatever he reveals to 

humanity is authoritative. 
b. Jesus Christ primarily revealed himself to his original disciples whom he sent out 

as his official representatives (apostles) to spread the revelation. 
2. Scripture – the inspired word of God: 

a. Scripture is the primary way to access the revelation of God and it is 
authoritative in everything it teaches about God and his will. 

b. Composition of scripture: 
i. The authoritative biographies of Jesus and account of the early church 

movement were written either by apostles or those connected to the 
apostles include Matthew, Mark, Luke-Acts, and John. 

ii. The other writings of the original disciples of Jesus include 1-2 Peter, 1-3 
John, and Revelation. 

iii. The writings of Paul are confirmed as scripture by Peter in 2 Peter 3:15-16. 
iv. The apostleship of James and Jude, brothers of Jesus, were recognised by 

the original disciples of Christ; thus their letters are scripture. 
v. The letter to the Hebrews, technically anonymous, bears the same hallmark 

and weight of authority as the other books – it is most certainly penned by 
an apostle or a close associate. 

vi. Jesus Christ and the apostles recognised the Hebrew Bible (Old Testament) 
as the authoritative word of God (Luke 24:44; 2 Tim. 3:16). 

3. Particular revelation – dreams, visions, prophecies, etc. (1 Cor. 14:26-33): 
a. There is no restriction on God to give particular revelation to individuals. 
b. No scriptural basis to assert that God ceased giving particular revelation. 
c. Particular revelation must never contradict scripture (1 John 4:1-6). 
d. Particular revelation is not to be universally applicable (e.g., Acts 16:6-10). 

 
III. General revelation: 

A. General revelation is general in the sense that: 
1. It is universal and is available to all of humanity. 
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2. It provides general knowledge, as opposed to specific knowledge, about God. 
B. Two types of general revelation: 

1. God’s revelation through nature (Rom. 1:18-20). 
2. God’s revelation through human conscience (Rom. 2:14-16). 

C. Functions of general revelation: 
1. To show forth God’s glory (Ps. 19:1-4; Heb. 11:6). 
2. To render people responsible and culpable before God (Rom. 1:19; Rom. 2:15-16). 
3. To stabilise human society (common grace). 
4. To provide access to salvation? 

 
IV. General revelation and natural theology: 

A. Natural theology is the attempt to argue for existence of God and divine purpose through 
observation of nature and human reason apart from the resources of special revelation. 

B. Justification for natural theology: 
1. Since Romans 1:20 argues that God’s invisible qualities, namely his eternal power and 

divine nature, can be clearly seen and understood from reflecting on creation, it 
stands to reason that one can infer the existence of God by rational thought. 

2. Therefore, natural theology is a legitimate means to generate knowledge about God. 
C. General revelation is what God has revealed through nature and human conscience while 

natural theology is humanity’s attempt to inquire into nature and human conscience to 
discover what God has revealed through them. 

D. Therefore, the formulations of natural theology on the existence of God and the divine will 
are fallible and subject intellectual challenge and revision. 

E. What human beings cannot do is to excuse themselves for denying the existence of God for 
he has given general but sufficient revelation to them, put them in a position where they can 
make the correct inference that he exists, and impressed his moral law upon their hearts. 


