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Session 3: Beginning in Jerusalem 

Readings: Acts 2:1-47; Peterson, Acts, 129-165. 

I. The fulfillment of God’s promises to Israel (2:1-41): 
A. The pouring out of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost (2:1-4): 

1. The gathering of the disciples on the day of Pentecost (2:1): 
a. Pentecost (Πεντηκοστή | ָׁשבּועֹות | “Feast of Weeks”) (Lev. 23:15-22): 

i. Seven weeks from the day after the Sabbath (Feast of Firstfruits) of 
the Passover, i.e., after fifty days (by the time of Jesus, the date is 
fixed to fifty days from Passover). 

ii. Observed in celebration of the first fruits of the grain harvest. 
iii. Also referred to as the “Feast of Harvest” (Exod. 23:16) and the “Day 

of the Firstfruits” (Num. 28:26). 
b. Pentecost as fulfillment: 

i. συμπληροῦσθαι – fill up completely (hence, to fulfill) (cf. Luke 9:51). 
ii. Both Luke 9:51 and Acts 2:1 “mark the beginning of a new stage in 

the outworking of God’s purposes with similar terminology.”1 
2. The Holy Spirit comes to fill the disciples (2:2-4): 

a. Description of the phenomenon (2:2-3): 
i. A sound from heaven like a mighty rushing wind. 
ii. The sound filled the entire house. 
iii. Tongues as of fire rested on each of the disciples. 
iv. This is a unique description in the book of Acts. 

b. Interpretation of the phenomenon: 
i. Wind is symbolic of the Holy Spirit (e.g., Ps. 33:6; John 3:8). 
ii. Fire is symbolic of the presence of God both to purify and to judge 

(Exod. 3:2-5; 19:18; 24:17; 40:38; Mal. 3:2-4; 4:1; cf. Luke 3:16). 
iii. The disciples were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 

other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance (Acts 2:4; cf. Num. 
11:29; Joel 2:28-32). 

iv. In this outpouring of the Holy Spirit, the disciples “received this 
permanent, eschatological gift of the Spirit at Pentecost, which they 
then offered in Christ’s name to all who repented and received water 
baptism (Acts 2:38-39).”2 

B. The observers and their responses (2:5-13): 
1. The observers (2:5, 9-11): 

                                                           
1 David G. Peterson, The Acts of the Apostles (PNTC; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2009), 131. 
2 Peterson, Acts, 134. 
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a. The observers consist of Jews (both Judean and Diasporic) and proselytes. 
b. The observers are from: 

i. Parthians, Medes, and Elamites. 
ii. Mesopotamia and Judea. 
iii. Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphilia. 
iv. Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to (or, near) Cyrene. 
v. Visitors from Rome. 
vi. Cretans and Arabs. 

2. The observation (2:6-8): 
a. The multitude gathers at the sound of the proclamations. 
b. The observers are bewildered because each of them heard the 

proclamations in their own languages. 
c. The observers recognise that the proclaimers are Galileans and thus 

ought not to be able to communicate with them in their own languages. 
3. The responses (2:12-13): 

a. Although all are amazed and perplexed by the miracle, some of the 
observers mock the proclaimers as drunkards. 

b. Due to the human condition, it is not guaranteed that one will respond 
positively to miracles. 

C. Peter’s interpretation of the event (2:14-36): 
1. Peter takes on the leadership role among the Twelve to address the crowd 

(first, some humour about the allegation of drunkenness) (2:14-15). 
2. The coming of the Holy Spirit an eschatological event (2:16-21): 

a. Peter interprets the event as the fulfillment of Joel 2:28-32 (Acts 2:16). 
b. By modifying “afterward” (Joel 2:28a) to “last days,” Peter declares that 

the era of the last days has begun (Acts 2:17a). 
c. “God declares” is equivalent to the prophetic “thus says the Lord” 

indicating that Peter sees himself in the role of a prophet (2:17b). 
d. Although the Holy Spirit was active with select individuals in the past, the 

present event is the fulfilment of the promise that the Holy Spirit will be 
poured out to all of God’s people regardless of sex, age, or social class 
(2:17c-18). 

e. The addition of the pronoun “my” to “male and female servants” 
indicates that “the gift of the Holy Spirit is for all who are truly God’s 
servants” (2:18a).3 

f. The addition of “they shall prophesy” (dreams and visions are related to 
prophetic insight into the divine) at the end of 2:18 indicates that the 

                                                           
3 Peterson, Acts, 140. 
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Spirit is “explicitly given to empower particular individuals for witness to 
the resurrected Jesus and for prophetic leadership.”4 

g. The wonders in the heavens above and the signs on the earth below 
denote the eschatological Day of the Lord as accomplished by Jesus the 
Messiah through his incarnation, life and ministry, death on the cross, 
resurrection from the dead, ascension into heaven, and the present 
pouring out of the Spirit (2:19a). 

h. However, the Day of the Lord is a double-edged sword for it brings both 
the eschatological salvation and judgment (2:19b-20). 

i. Those who call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved (2:21). 
3. The cause is the resurrection and ascension of the Messiah (2:22-35): 

a. Peter’s proclamation of Jesus of Nazareth (2:22-24): 
i. Peter now identifies Jesus as the Lord on whom to call for salvation 

and on account of whom the eschatological Spirit has come. 
ii. Many in the crowd have knowledge of Jesus’ mighty works and 

wonders, which is an attestation from God of his messiahship (2:22). 
iii. Jesus’ death was not that of falling victim to the circumstances but 

was according to God’s definite plan and foreknowledge (2:23a). 
iv. However, human beings are responsible for their own actions – the 

Jewish crowd delivered Jesus to the Romans for crucifixion (2:23b). 
v. Yet God raised Jesus from the dead because it was not possible for 

the Messiah to be held by the pangs of death (2:24). 
b. David’s prophecy that death shall not overcome the Messiah (2:25-28): 

i. Peter quotes Psalm 16:8-11, a Davidic psalm, as the Scriptural 
evidence that the Messiah could not be held by the pangs of death, 
thus proving that the risen Jesus is the Messiah (Acts 2:25a). 

ii. The psalmist (David) celebrates his relationship with God such that 
he was confident that God would not abandon him to Hades but 
would make known the paths of life to him (2:25b-28). 

c. Peter interprets David’s prophecy (2:29-36): 
i. Peter shows that David cannot be the true referent of the psalm 

since he remains dead in his tomb (2:29). 
ii. Since God has promised David that he will always have a son on his -

throne (2 Sam. 7:12-26), Peter says that David was prophesying 
about the Messiah, the Son of David, whose body would not suffer 
decay but would be raised bodily from the dead instead (Acts 2:30-
31). 

                                                           
4 Peterson, Acts, 142. 
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iii. The apostles who witnessed the resurrection of Jesus are convinced 
that he is the Messiah in fulfillment of Psalm 16 (Acts 2:32). 

iv. The apostles also witnessed the ascension of Jesus and experienced 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit (2:33a). 

v. This fully explains the Pentecostal phenomenon that the crowd is 
presently witnessing (2:33b). 

vi. Peter presses another Davidic psalm (Psalm 110:1) as the evidence of 
the ascension of the Messiah to the right hand of God (Acts 2:34-35). 

4. Peter concludes with the exhortation for all Israel to know beyond doubt that 
God has made (i.e., progressive attestation through death, resurrection, and 
ascension) Jesus both Lord and Messiah whom they have crucified (2:36). 

D. Peter’s call to the Jerusalem crowd to accept the Messiah (2:37-40): 
1. The crowd’s response (2:37): 

a. The well-crafted speech by Peter results in a “recognition scene, where, 
in the manner of tragedy, persons who have acted blindly against their 
own best interests suddenly recognise their error.”5 

b. The remorseful crowd asks the apostle, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 
2. Peter calls the crowd to action (2:38-40): 

a. Repentance (2:38a): 
i. A change of mind about the identity of Jesus as the Messiah. 
ii. A heart-transformation from hostility to discipleship. 

b. Baptism in the name of Jesus the Messiah (2:38b): 
i. John the Baptist, as the forerunner to the Messiah, proclaimed “a 

baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins” (Luke 3:3) and 
that one day the Messiah would baptise the people with the Holy 
Spirit and fire (3:16). 

ii. John the Baptist always points to the reality that will be ushered in 
by the Messiah, i.e., the forgiveness of sins and the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit is now available to those who believe in Jesus. 

iii. Baptism in the name of Jesus may have entailed actually calling upon 
him, i.e., openly confessing that Jesus is Lord and Messiah. 

c. The gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38c): 
i. The gift refers to the Holy Spirit himself rather than the gifts of the 

Holy Spirit (cf. Luke 11:13; 1 Cor. 12:7-11). 
ii. Thus, the Holy Spirit not only empowers the believers to do God’s 

work but he also makes God real to them. 
 

                                                           
5 Tannehill, Luke-Acts, 35. 
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d. The Holy Spirit promised in Joel 2 is available to (Acts 2:39): 
i. The Jews assembled at Pentecost and their children. 
ii. For all who are far off (immediate context: other Jews; further 

context in Acts: the Gentiles as well). 
iii. Everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself. 

e. Clearly, the speech preserved for us here is only a synopsis of a lengthier 
one given by Peter (2:40). 

3. The aftermath: three thousand people accept the word and are baptised (2:41). 
 

II. A portrait of the early Messianic community in Jerusalem (2:42-47): 
A. A community devoted to: 

1. The teachings of the apostles (2:42a). 
2. The breaking of bread in homes with glad and generous hearts (2:42b, 46b). 
3. The prayers in the temple (2:42c, 46a). 
4. The communal life: 

a. Gathering together (2:44a). 
b. Have all things in common – selling their possessions and belongings to 

distribute the proceeds to all, as any have need (2:44b-45). 
B. Responses from the community and those outside the community: 

1. Awe comes upon everyone as many wonders and signs are being done through 
the apostles (2:43; cf. 2:22). 

2. The community is known for praising God (2:47a). 
3. The community finds favour with outsiders (2:47b). 
4. The Lord adds to their numbers day by day those who are being saved (2:47c). 


