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Theory of the 
Atonement (3): 
Penal Substitution

Christ’s death was compensatory, i.e., 
a voluntary payment of the debt 
that is owed to God.

What is “Atonement”?
• “Atonement” comes from the Middle English at-one-ment, 

i.e., mean the reconciliation of two parties.

• Hebrew: כפר – “to cover” or “to purify/cleanse.”
• Greek: ἱλαστήριον (Rom. 3:25; Heb. 9:5).

Atonement – Reconciliation of God and humanity:
• Propitiation: To avert the wrath of God caused by human sin.
• Expiation: To remove guilt / cleanse sin.
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SIN OFFERING (LEVITICUS 4:27-31)
27 “If anyone of the common people sins unintentionally in doing any 
one of the things that by the LORD'S commandments ought not to be 
done, and realizes his guilt, 28 or the sin which he has committed is 
made known to him, he shall bring for his offering a goat, a female 
without blemish, for his sin which he has committed. 29 And he shall 
lay his hand on the head of the sin offering and kill the sin offering in 
the place of burnt offering. 30 And the priest shall take some of its 
blood with his finger and put it on the horns of the altar of burnt 
offering and pour out all the rest of its blood at the base of the altar. 31
And all its fat he shall remove, as the fat is removed from the peace 
offerings, and the priest shall burn it on the altar for a pleasing aroma 
to the LORD. And the priest shall make atonement for him, and he shall 
be forgiven.
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Penal Substitution (Definition)
• General definition: the imposition upon a person 

the punishment which another deserved due to the 
latter’s offense as a result of which the latter no 
longer deserves punishment.

• The application to the work of Christ: God imposes 
upon Christ the punishment which human beings 
deserved due to their sins as a result of which they 
no longer deserve punishment.

Penal Substitution (Definition)
• General definition: the imposition upon a person 

the punishment which another deserved due to the 
latter’s offense as a result of which the latter no 
longer deserves punishment.

• The application to the work of Christ: God imposes 
upon Christ the punishment which human beings 
deserved due to their sins as a result of which they 
no longer deserve punishment.

1 Peter 3:18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, 
the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring 
us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made 
alive in the spirit
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Penal Substitutionary Atonement
• Divine justice necessitates the exercise of punishment for sin.
• Christ’s substitutionary atonement is sufficient to pay for the 

sins of humanity; his suffering was of infinite value.
• Some criteria (Francis Turretin):

• The sinner and the substitute share a common nature;
• The substitute’s payment was voluntary;
• The substitute must have power over his own life to rightfully 

lay it down;
• The substitute must have the power to bear all the punishment 

that is due to sinners and take it away;
• The substitute must be sinless.

Penal Substitution (Imputations)
• Humanity’s sins to Christ (2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 9:28; 1 Pet. 2:24): 

• Expiation for sins is achieved by the forensic/legal/bookkeeping 
imputation of humanity’s sins to Christ.

• Christ was not infused with sins, he did not become morally corrupt.
• Thus, believers are rendered innocent before God.

• Christ’s righteousness to believers (2 Cor. 5:21; Rom. 4:4-5): 
• Christ’s righteousness, proven through his life-long faithfulness (i.e., 

both innocence & perseverance), imputed to believers.
• Believers are not infused with righteousness such that they 

immediately become morally perfect.
• Believers are to grow in conformity to the image of Christ by the 

transformation work of the Holy Spirit.



9/10/2022

Penal Substitution (Imputations)
• Humanity’s sins to Christ (2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 9:28a; 1 Pet. 2:24): 

• Expiation for sins is achieved by the forensic/legal/bookkeeping 
imputation of humanity’s sins to Christ.

• Christ was not infused with sins, he did not become morally corrupt.
• Thus, believers are rendered innocent before God.

• Christ’s righteousness to believers (2 Cor. 5:21; Rom. 4:4-5): 
• Christ’s righteousness, proven through his life-long faithfulness (i.e., 

both innocence & perseverance), imputed to believers.
• Believers are not infused with righteousness such that they 

immediately become morally perfect.
• Believers are to grow in conformity to the image of Christ by the 

transformation work of the Holy Spirit.

Romans 4:4-5 Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a 
gift but as his due. 5 And to the one who does not work but believes in him 
who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness.

Romans 3:21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart 
from the law… 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ
for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward 
as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith…

Romans 3:22 KJV The righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus
Christ unto all and upon all them that believe…

Romans 3:22 NET the righteousness of God through the faithfulness of 
Jesus Christ for all who believe.

Penal Substitution (Imputations)
• Humanity’s sins to Christ (2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 9:28; 1 Pet. 2:24): 

• Expiation for sins is achieved by the forensic/legal/bookkeeping 
imputation of humanity’s sins to Christ.

• Christ was not infused with sins, he did not become morally corrupt.
• Thus, believers are rendered innocent before God.

• Christ’s righteousness to believers (2 Cor. 5:21; Rom. 4:4-5): 
• Christ’s righteousness, proven through his life-long faithfulness (i.e., 

both innocence & perseverance), imputed to believers.
• Believers are not infused with righteousness such that they 

immediately become morally perfect.
• Believers are to grow in conformity to the image of Christ by the 

transformation work of the Holy Spirit.
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Penal Substitution (Imputations)
• Humanity’s sins to Christ (2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 9:28a; 1 Pet. 2:24): 

• Expiation for sins is achieved by the forensic/legal/bookkeeping 
imputation of humanity’s sins to Christ.

• Christ was not infused with sins, he did not become morally corrupt.
• Thus, believers are rendered innocent before God.

• Christ’s righteousness to believers (2 Cor. 5:21; Rom. 4:4-5): 
• Christ’s righteousness, proven through his life-long faithfulness 

(thus, innocence & perseverance), imputed to believers.
• Believers are not infused with righteousness such that they 

immediately become morally perfect.
• Believers are to grow in conformity to the image of Christ by the 

transformation work of the Holy Spirit.

2 Corinthians 5:21

NA28: τὸν μὴ γνόντα ἁμαρτίαν ὑπὲρ ἡμῶν ἁμαρτίαν ἐποίησεν, ἵνα ἡμεῖς
γενώμεθα δικαιοσύνη θεοῦ ἐν αὐτῷ.

NIV/ESV/CSB/NASB/NET/NRSV: God made him who had no sin to be 
sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

CEV: Christ never sinned! But God treated him as a sinner, so Christ could 
make us acceptable to God.

GNT: Christ was without sin, but for our sake God made him share our sin
in order that in union with him we might share the righteousness of God.

NLT: For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our 
sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ.

Penal Substitution (Imputations)
• Humanity’s sins to Christ (2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 9:28a; 1 Pet. 2:24): 

• Expiation for sins is achieved by the forensic/legal/bookkeeping 
imputation of humanity’s sins to Christ.

• Christ was not infused with sins, he did not become morally corrupt.
• Thus, believers are rendered innocent before God.

• Christ’s righteousness to believers (2 Cor. 5:21; Rom. 4:4-5): 
• Christ’s righteousness, proven through his life-long faithfulness 

(thus, innocence & perseverance), imputed to believers.
• Believers are not infused with righteousness such that they 

immediately become morally perfect.
• Believers are to grow in conformity to the image of Christ by the 

transformation work of the Holy Spirit.

Romans 8:3

NA28: τὸ γὰρ ἀδύνατον τοῦ νόμου, ἐν ᾧ ἠσθένει διὰ τῆς σαρκός, ὁ θεὸς τὸν
ἑαυτοῦ υἱὸν πέμψας ἐν ὁμοιώματι σαρκὸς ἁμαρτίας καὶ περὶ ἁμαρτίας
κατέκρινε τὴν ἁμαρτίαν ἐν τῇ σαρκί

ESV/NKJV/NET: For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, 
could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for 
sin, he condemned sin in the flesh.

NIV/NASB/CSB/CEV: For what the law was powerless to do because it 
was weakened by the flesh, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness 
of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in the flesh
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Penal Substitution (Imputations)
• Humanity’s sins to Christ (2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 9:28a; 1 Pet. 2:24): 

• Expiation for sins is achieved by the forensic/legal/bookkeeping 
imputation of humanity’s sins to Christ.

• Christ was not infused with sins, he did not become morally corrupt.
• Thus, believers are rendered innocent before God.

• Christ’s righteousness to believers (2 Cor. 5:21; Rom. 4:4-5): 
• Christ’s righteousness, proven through his life-long faithfulness 

(thus, innocence & perseverance), imputed to believers.
• Believers are not infused with righteousness such that they 

immediately become morally perfect.
• Believers are to grow in conformity to the image of Christ by the 

transformation work of the Holy Spirit.

Hebrews 10:5-6 (cf. Ps. 40:6-8)

NA28: Διὸ εἰσερχόμενος εἰς τὸν κόσμον λέγει Θυσίαν καὶ προσφορὰν οὐκ
ἠθέλησας, σῶμα δὲ κατηρτίσω μοι· ὁλοκαυτώματα καὶ περὶ ἁμαρτίας οὐκ
εὐδόκησας.

ALL TRANSLATIONS: Consequently, when Christ came into the world, 
he said, “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body have 
you prepared for me; in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken 
no pleasure.”

Penal Substitution (Imputations)
• Humanity’s sins to Christ (2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 9:28; 1 Pet. 2:24): 

• Expiation for sins is achieved by the forensic/legal/bookkeeping 
imputation of humanity’s sins to Christ.

• Christ was not infused with sins, he did not become morally corrupt.
• Thus, believers are rendered innocent before God.

• Christ’s righteousness to believers (2 Cor. 5:21; Rom. 4:4-5): 
• Christ’s righteousness, proven through his life-long faithfulness (i.e., 

both innocence & perseverance), imputed to believers.
• Believers are not infused with righteousness such that they 

immediately become morally perfect.
• Believers are to grow in conformity to the image of Christ by the 

transformation work of the Holy Spirit.
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Penal Substitution (Imputations)
• Humanity’s sins to Christ (2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 9:28; 1 Pet. 2:24): 

• Expiation for sins is achieved by the forensic/legal/bookkeeping 
imputation of humanity’s sins to Christ.

• Christ was not infused with sins, he did not become morally corrupt.
• Thus, believers are rendered innocent before God.

• Christ’s righteousness to believers (2 Cor. 5:21; Rom. 4:4-5): 
• Christ’s righteousness, proven through his life-long faithfulness (i.e., 

both innocence & perseverance), imputed to believers.
• Believers are not infused with righteousness such that they 

immediately become morally perfect.
• Believers are to grow in conformity to the image of Christ by the 

transformation work of the Holy Spirit.

Hebrews 9:28 So Christ, having been offered once to 
bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to 
deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting 
for him.

1 Peter 2:24 “He himself bore our sins” in his body on 
the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for 
righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.”

Penal Substitution (Imputations)
• Humanity’s sins to Christ (2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 9:28; 1 Pet. 2:24): 

• Expiation for sins is achieved by the forensic/legal/bookkeeping 
imputation of humanity’s sins to Christ.

• Christ was not infused with sins, he did not become morally corrupt.
• Thus, believers are rendered innocent before God.

• Christ’s righteousness to believers (2 Cor. 5:21; Rom. 4:4-5): 
• Christ’s righteousness, proven through his life-long faithfulness (i.e., 

both innocence & perseverance), imputed to believers.
• Believers are not infused with righteousness such that they 

immediately become morally perfect.
• Believers are to grow in conformity to the image of Christ by the 

transformation work of the Holy Spirit.

Isaiah’s Fourth Servant Song

Isa. 52:13 Behold, my servant shall act wisely;
he shall be high and lifted up,
and shall be exalted.

14 As many were astonished at you—
his appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance,
and his form beyond that of the children of mankind—

15 so shall he sprinkle many nations.
Kings shall shut their mouths because of him,

for that which has not been told them they see,
and that which they have not heard they understand.
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Penal Substitution (Imputations)
• Humanity’s sins to Christ (2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 9:28; 1 Pet. 2:24): 

• Expiation for sins is achieved by the forensic/legal/bookkeeping 
imputation of humanity’s sins to Christ.

• Christ was not infused with sins, he did not become morally corrupt.
• Thus, believers are rendered innocent before God.

• Christ’s righteousness to believers (2 Cor. 5:21; Rom. 4:4-5): 
• Christ’s righteousness, proven through his life-long faithfulness (i.e., 

both innocence & perseverance), imputed to believers.
• Believers are not infused with righteousness such that they 

immediately become morally perfect.
• Believers are to grow in conformity to the image of Christ by the 

transformation work of the Holy Spirit.

Behold, my servant shall act wisely;
Isa. 53:1 Who has believed what he has heard from us?

And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?
2 For he grew up before him like a young plant,

and like a root out of dry ground;
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,

and no beauty that we should desire him.
3 He was despised and rejected by men,

a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief;
and as one from whom men hide their faces

he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

Penal Substitution (Imputations)
• Humanity’s sins to Christ (2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 9:28; 1 Pet. 2:24): 

• Expiation for sins is achieved by the forensic/legal/bookkeeping 
imputation of humanity’s sins to Christ.

• Christ was not infused with sins, he did not become morally corrupt.
• Thus, believers are rendered innocent before God.

• Christ’s righteousness to believers (2 Cor. 5:21; Rom. 4:4-5): 
• Christ’s righteousness, proven through his life-long faithfulness (i.e., 

both innocence & perseverance), imputed to believers.
• Believers are not infused with righteousness such that they 

immediately become morally perfect.
• Believers are to grow in conformity to the image of Christ by the 

transformation work of the Holy Spirit.

Isa. 53:4 Surely he has borne our griefs
and carried our sorrows;

yet we esteemed him stricken,
smitten by God, and afflicted.

5 But he was pierced for our transgressions;
he was crushed for our iniquities;

upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,
and with his wounds we are healed.

6 All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have turned—every one—to his own way;

and the LORD has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.
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Penal Substitution (Imputations)
• Humanity’s sins to Christ (2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 9:28; 1 Pet. 2:24): 

• Expiation for sins is achieved by the forensic/legal/bookkeeping 
imputation of humanity’s sins to Christ.

• Christ was not infused with sins, he did not become morally corrupt.
• Thus, believers are rendered innocent before God.

• Christ’s righteousness to believers (2 Cor. 5:21; Rom. 4:4-5): 
• Christ’s righteousness, proven through his life-long faithfulness (i.e., 

both innocence & perseverance), imputed to believers.
• Believers are not infused with righteousness such that they 

immediately become morally perfect.
• Believers are to grow in conformity to the image of Christ by the 

transformation work of the Holy Spirit.

Isa. 53:7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
yet he opened not his mouth;

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,
so he opened not his mouth.

8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away;
and as for his generation, who considered

that he was cut off out of the land of the living,
stricken for the transgression of my people?

9 And they made his grave with the wicked
and with a rich man in his death,

although he had done no violence,
and there was no deceit in his mouth.

Penal Substitution (Imputations)
• Humanity’s sins to Christ (2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 9:28; 1 Pet. 2:24): 

• Expiation for sins is achieved by the forensic/legal/bookkeeping 
imputation of humanity’s sins to Christ.

• Christ was not infused with sins, he did not become morally corrupt.
• Thus, believers are rendered innocent before God.

• Christ’s righteousness to believers (2 Cor. 5:21; Rom. 4:4-5): 
• Christ’s righteousness, proven through his life-long faithfulness (i.e., 

both innocence & perseverance), imputed to believers.
• Believers are not infused with righteousness such that they 

immediately become morally perfect.
• Believers are to grow in conformity to the image of Christ by the 

transformation work of the Holy Spirit.

Isa. 53:10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him;
he has put him to grief;

when his soul makes an offering for guilt,
he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days;

the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.
11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied;
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant,

make many to be accounted righteous,
and he shall bear their iniquities.

12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many,
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong,

because he poured out his soul to death
and was numbered with the transgressors;

yet he bore the sin of many,
and makes intercession for the transgressors.
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Penal Substitution (Imputations)
• Humanity’s sins to Christ (2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 9:28; 1 Pet. 2:24): 

• Expiation for sins is achieved by the forensic/legal/bookkeeping 
imputation of humanity’s sins to Christ.

• Christ was not infused with sins, he did not become morally corrupt.
• Thus, believers are rendered innocent before God.

• Christ’s righteousness to believers (2 Cor. 5:21; Rom. 4:4-5): 
• Christ’s righteousness, proven through his life-long faithfulness (i.e., 

both innocence & perseverance), imputed to believers.
• Believers are not infused with righteousness such that they 

immediately become morally perfect.
• Believers are to grow in conformity to the image of Christ by the 

transformation work of the Holy Spirit.

Penal Substitution (Objections)
• God punishes Christ for the sins of humanity is 

incoherent.

• Imputation of sins to Christ is a legal fiction.

• God punishes Christ for the sins of humanity is unjust.

• Penal substitution does not satisfy divine justice.


